
Muscle Car Era 
 
 
 

 
 

Pictured above is a classic muscle car, a 1964 Pontiac GTO 

Most kids today think the term Muscle Car means a car with a big engine that 
goes fast but that's really not the case. Back in the Muscle Car Era who ever had 
the biggest fastest and the beat looking car on the street was king. The muscle car 
was a way of life back then that would change the course of history. 

 

         Most people think that the muscle car era started in the early sixties. In fact 
though it really started in the late 40's with the incoming troops from the war, 
most of them started tinkering around with their cars and performance and auto 
body shops started appearing everywhere. They were typically called "hotrods" 
because they came form their manufacturers pretty anemic. So you could say the 
term Muscle car era started to take effect. Most older people who lived in the 
muscle car era probably could have better information and knowledge but I'm 

just going to write it from my point of 
view. Then the fifties came but the 
term Muscle Car was a few years of 
yet. That was until Pontiac put the 
GTO out on the markets hence the 
term muscle car.  Then it was the 
sixties and the Muscle Cars kept 
gaining more and more horsepower 



until the early seventies when the emissions law struck and horsepower rating 
plunged during this time some great muscle cars were churned out. Like the 
Dodge Hemi powered Charger, and Challenger. Ford Galaxie, Falcon, and the 
Mustang. General Motors probably had the greatest impact on the car industry. 
They made tons of them including the very popular Chevy Camaro and the 
Pontiac GTO. The engines where awesome 350's  460's 454's 427's and more all 
these engines produced loads of power. When the emissions laws hit in 1972 
most cars had to lose power and put emissions stuff on or else they couldn't be 
sold. Most cars by 1975 were pretty sad power wise engines like the 454 that 
once produced 460 horsepower 
now produced 275 hp. (pretty 
sad) Then the 4 bangers and 6 
cylinderscame and that truly 
ended the muscle car era. We 
struggled through the 80's with 
cheap econcoboxs even with the 
Corvette a true American 
icon  struggled with the 200 hp 
engine. Then the 90's came and 
people saw a spark in the muscle 
car era again. Body and performance shops started appearing everywhere again 
But It won't be like the muscle car era of the 60's and 70's 

The muscle car era in my town Durand was in full acceleration. As I look through 
the papers I see quite a few more accidents back then than now. My dad told me 
when he had a muscle car back then. They always had big races with a lot of 
people around. Many guys had cars, trucks, even station wagons with 454's 
crammed into them. It sounded like fun back then so I stated working on a car for 
myself which I hope to finish soon. 

 
 


